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are countiess promises and flles of worthless paperwork >>

Shall we finally say goodbye to the
hungry, hustling actor, wonders
MALUREEN ORWA

p until now, not 0 many Kenyans
can tell whao i3 the best paid sctress
or actar in the country; and if they
cam, they ane divided ag o whom
that person is.

In South Africn and most parts
of the workl, actors, madels or musicians pride
themselves in thelr profiession and wouldn®t hesi-
tate to quote an amount that would be congidensd
outrageons here in Kenya as thelr pay,

In Migeria, actors are considensd the best paid,
followed by preachers. and then politiclans. The
llkes of Genevleve Mnajl, Rita Dominigue, and
Ramsey Moush are just some of the tens of pro-
fessiomal Migerian actors who are renowned con-
tinentally, and who ane living proof that there s
money Inthe arts... lots of it

But, in Kenya, not marny actors would be willing
to reveal thelr pay because the amount is ermbar-
ragging It is 20 litthe that they have to get gide-
joba o support their acting careers. You may have
seen them on TV and billboards and newspaper
acdhvertidements, oF even Beard them of radio, Bt
the fact remaing that Kenya's actors and sctregges
are gome of the worst paid on the continent,

O management of talent hag been larpgely
wanting with some unse rupulons o gents, prode-
thon houses, acvertising agencies and bricfense
agents taking ndhantage of the Ineely unrega-
lated Inchastry and prying on the lgnoranee of
the majority of the tabents” acknowledges
Wilson Mahba, the secretary general of the
Kemya Casting Agents, Models and Talent
Welfare Assoclation {Kecamiwa).

“Few artistes bother to put it down
in writing when negotlating contracts
and rates of compensation for various

campaigns”

Kecamtwa, for Instance, says that
an actor who hag appeared in an ad-
vert is suppoged fo be pakd every

time the adwert is aired. Ewery
single time! How often does that
happen in Kenya?

“Mogt local actors are ex-
pholted by unsenipukos cast-
ing agencies, They are often

given a one-off payment yet
the commercial gets to run for

a longer period, resulting in

the agent and the company
getting the most maney
while the actor receives an
amount that is probably a

quarter or half of what the
company would make,”
sxys Malaba,

His agsociation boasts
of successful adver-
tizement stars such
ag Wakiu [(Rexaonal,
Mwala (Kenchic), and
David Ruckisha {Kiwi)
amang otherg,

On the big sreen

they have success sto-
ries, from indivichials
wieh ag Oliver Lito-

neler in the monvde

The First Grader,

FAR FROM POPULAR BELIEF,
ACTRESSES ARE MOT ALL LODKS
AND NO BRAIN. WANJA MWORIA
SAYS SHE HAS TO MEMORISE
LINES AND STUDY SUBJECTS

THAT SHE IS EXPECTED TO PLAY. 1'. ﬂmﬁlimgx
IT"S MO EASY FEAT. W, ‘\J . T L
Juma {whi

Actress Wanja Mworia has been in nemerous TV programmes, but she
says she s yet to realise what she expected when she ventured into the
fietd Instead of the windfall she hoped for, all she's been saddied with

Lowry Qdhlambo

wcted in Toish Radder) and Jogeph Lofita, cast im
e movie Mizsedpd Muusln.

The association’s responsibilities inchode scout-
ing for talent, traimng and holding workshops and
weminans where actors, actresdes and artists corme
together to ghare bdeas.

*Thig i an incugtry that wag largely amamphous
and mndom,” says: Malaba, “The dominance of
mismanaged or bricfease agencies, and clients
willing t0 bend every mile in the book to their
favear meant there wag toml chaog in the indus-

15
Kenya's acting inclustry was
abuzz In the 19705 to carly
19805, with the likes of Qlhver
Litondo, Orle Rogo Manduli,
Lenny Juma, Konga Mbandu
[deceased ) proving guite popu-
laf — and guecessful — then,
Agencies like Ideal Casting
Ageney, ran by Susan Muthoni,
Real Concepts by Wilson Mal-
aba, Quest Concepts by  Dennig

Thumbi, Versatile Models by Oliver

Wigina, Artistica Casting Agency by

THE ACTING INDUSTRY HAS BEEN
AMORPHOUS AND RANDOM. IT HAS
LARGELY BEEN OVERLOOKED, UNLIKE
IN THE INTERMATIOMAL SCEME.

= WILSOMN MALABA
KECAMTWA S5EC, GEN.

Onesmug Muthurl, Imandy Modeling Agencyby
Ian Hdirangu, Lowry's Online by Lowry Odhila-
miba, Sakal House of Talent by Jennifer Eanari,
Dymamic Race by James Kihindag, Swan Concepts
by Joe Korir and Zera Casting by Judy Mamnga
are same of the few units that have strageded to
bring sanity into the feld,

But even then, the industry has been pligued
by poor pay owing 1o the lack of o stanclardised
approach o the compensation of talent, and the
divide between well-paying cllents and the talent
penceived 10 be on the lower side of the divide ks
50 sirikingly varled that It results In an intermit-
tent cuterie s,

Malaba agrees, saying that “the current rates
are appalling and ame in fact decreasing as op-
posed o Inereasing — and the meagre payments
saeldom come early or within contractaal terms™

Witson Malaba
According to him, this

haz cauged many po-
tential actorg, models |
ard other tabented art- |
ists to shain the arts,

in the process slowing |
down and countering |
all efforts being made to
transform the Industry,.

Renowned actor and
halder of the 2011 Kala-
sha Lifetime Achbevement
Award, Professor  David
Mulwa, agrees,

“I have been looking forward
to witnessing this day for the last
43 years! he gays, adding that the
inchigtry has Anally seen the light of
the day. David Mulwa has acted in
movies such ag To Walk With Lioms,
The Great Elephant Escape, and Ege
af a Wirness, among ather interna-
tanally scchimed ficks.

Al last some hope fof artists
Another industry player hapny
with the banch of Kecambwa is
actress Wanjn Mworda, o familiar
face on local ctlons. Wanja
has featured in Wingu fa Moro,
ﬂ&mﬂunm’m.nﬂmldl High,

T g and curmently
hasts Kmow Zome on Cltzen
V.

But, despite all that glam-
our, she is yet to find the

-
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should be the highest pald people in the Industry,
and admits that there are producers who flecee
artistes by paying them ‘peanuts’ at the end of
EVErY SeA80N.

It s tough to be an Independent actress without
an agent, she admits, but at the same time she ks

[y she doesn't ave one.

“Musgiciang have managers who book gigs for
e for a cut, As for me and other actorg, we
ook for these shows ourgelves, We audition and if
we Jo well we are hired. The amount 1 receive is
emogh to suppart myself and wouldn't be able to
sugtain o manager of an agent” she says,

The least amount she has ever been paid for an
episode, she says, is Shs,000 whike the most is
Shan,ooo per epigode, Now that ghe i3 a mem-
ber of Kecamtwa ghe hopes the agsocintion will
change the way the system has been opemting

Ag she walts for that to happen, she has o gice-
fob that helps pay the bllls. But she is among the
hecky who ame actually getting pald. There are
those who have to wait for two or three months

to be pald, and often they get as litthe as
Shi,oon,

Haowever, K-
camtwa  decrecs
that they have

nat reached

the exclusivity
stage that allows
them o golely
represent  an
individual, The
aggociation’s ag-
sictant chairman

Lawry Odhinmby

sayg that having
exchuzsive rights
an artist is tagking
because they have

o maintain the con:
tractual agreements
entered Imto at the
beginning. which some
of time do not aways
work o the advantage of
the casting agency.

He snrs Kecambwa's robe

| s o provide proper chan-

nels that these individaals

gt follow o avold belng

duped into dubloug con-

tracts,

T Malaha gays the future i3

bright far the ordinary Ken-

yan actor, volce-owver artist,
mode] and actness,

*The: aggociation will com-

TAKE TEN

BY GEORGE MADIANG

firtr sl N Ly .
with DJ PETER ADAMZ
Whe or what are your biggest What images and emotions do
minfluences? | yOU WARL YOUr music to svoke
| listen to a lot of different types of in the listener?
music. You know, soul, local East Are you asking what I'd like the
African music, rock, jazz and hip person to think as they listen to my

music? Wall | think scme
might listen to it, like haar my music

hop, which | connect the most with.
Primarily, I'm mainky influenced by

what pecpla now call the old styleor  and think “Wow, it's really welrd”
old school which consists of artistes  But some place in between, in some
like Kurtis Blow. Those weremy first  aspect or another, | hope that people
influances. appreciate it and like it.

In terms of DuJs, there's Grandmaster

What do you look for in a beat?
='What's important is not just the
individual beat itsalf but the total

Flash, and DST. | think those were
my first impressions of hip hop, and

therefore my first influsnces.
groove. That important.
Also, my father listenad to a great ettt nt
deal of James Brown and Milas Davis, ‘What do you think the future
L LR L Sl L
an influence on me. XA i
Thera's a good futura in video mix-

‘What was the first hip hop ing; it is the in thing at the mo-

srecord that you ever bought meant. Unless, of course. technalogy
and when did you start scratching changes and we have computars
ek (e gl off e kbl programmed to play without the
Sugarhill Gang's Rapoers Defight presence of a VJ, which | hope will
was the first hip hop record that | not happan any time soon. Talk
evar bought. about robots!
After | saw the Wildstyle parform:-
ance avent, the next day | went to ‘What's your take on gospel
an instrumant shop to purchase a umusicians performing in clubs?
turntabla, & mixer and a sempler and  This 5 a high level of wickedness. it
started scratching and mixing on my 15 far away from ministry, and God
awr; that was about 10 years Soo. wouldn't buy that. Clubs are a plat-

form of darkmess and not of kight and

plement the government's
effort to regulate broadeast
content In the industry” he

BAVS.
“We will be ina Wﬂn;wn
o asslst [n improving
quality of koeal TV, radio
and Mlm production as

0 come with the famae.
“When 1 joined this
indugtry, I thought
that, five years down
the road, 1 would be an
accomplished actress
living lnrge, But, in netno-

success that many expect IIL',’“'
|
|

m‘ull_:; f TWﬁnﬂEm}mt 1 regards acting talent.
wns hoping for the impos- “Another  untapped
sible” she says. nren we ane targeting is

Wanja discloses that
when she decided o join
the Industry. she didn't
know anyone. She had no
uncles, aunts, or even the |
so- called -fathers in the
business. anditioned for
every show but no gpecial
exemption was accorded
her. |

She believes that actors e

the promotion and ex-
port af local talent aboosd
through flm tourism,” e
sy
Az they wait for that
to happen, Wanja anmd
her peers will keep their
fingers crassed, hoping
against hope that fnally
sense Is coming to the
Inchastry.

How would you describe your the two don't mix. They batter stop
ssound? it and preach the word in the right
| have histered to a lot of music over  PA30Es,
the yaars and | was raised in Nairokd
and so & combination of all thesa is What does the future hold for
expressed in my sound. It's that sim- u DJs in this industry?
ple. What is expressed in my music s The future is very bright as the de-

a result of thase various influences.
And hopafully my personality is in-
fusad in it You know, the whole thing
i% just & combination of & lot of dif-
ferent elemeants that ara mea,

How would you describe your
u ideal gig?
Cire with & good sound and lighting
system, an MC who hypes the crowd
wall and doasn't talk too much, a DJ
who plays good music and lastly, the
peopla who come to party.

mand for DJs is growing. Thea incomea
has also increased so there are in-
creasad possibilities of making good
monay. There's hope.

-'o Is there need for local ar-
stistes to hire tour DJS?

Of course, there's a hegh need, they
maka the show. That's the trend with
internaticnal artistes and so local
artistes who are eyeing the interna-
tional stage should engage local Ds.



